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The Statutes of the Movem ent  
underscore the obligat ion of all the 

com ponents of the RC RC Movem ent  
to act  at  all t im es in com pliance with 

the Fundam ental Principles… 
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…the Statutes of the Movem ent  recall 
the role of the I CRC to m aintain and 
dissem inate the Fundam ental 
Principles, and the role of the 
Federat ion to assist  the I CRC in this 
respect…. 
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… the Seville agreem ent  recalls that  
Nat ional Societ ies have a key role to 
play in upholdingupholding and dissem inat ing 
the Fundam ental Principles within their  
own count ry.
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States are not  required to respect  the 
Fundam ental Principles of the 
Movem ent , except  in the context  of 
the I nternat ional Conference.
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+80$1,7<+80$1,7<
The I nternat ional Red Cross and Red Crescent  
Movem ent , born of a desire to bring assistance 
without  discrim inat ion to the wounded on the 
bat t lefield, endeavors, in its internat ional and 
nat ional capacity, to prevent  and alleviate hum an 
suffer ing wherever it  m ay be found. I t s purpose is 
to protect  life and health and to ensure respect  for 
the hum an being. I t  prom otes m utual 
understanding, fr iendship, cooperat ion and last ing 
peace am ongst  all peoples.
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+80$1,7<+80$1,7<
áit  recalls the originsorigins of the Movem ent :  "born of a 
desire to bring assistance without  discr im inat ion to 
the wounded on the bat t lefield"  

áit  recalls the double dim ensiondouble dim ension of the Movem ent :  
the nat ional and the internat ional one 

áit  defines the m issionthe m ission of the Movem ent :  " to 
prevent  and alleviate hum an suffer ing wherever it  
m ay be found" 

áit  defines the purposes purposes of the Movem ent
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,03$57,$/,7<,03$57,$/,7<
I t  m akes no discrim inat ion as to nat ionalit y, race, 
religious beliefs, class or polit ical opinions. I t  
endeavors to relieve the suffer ing of individuals, 
being guided solely by their  needs, and to give 
prior it y to the m ost  urgent  cases of dist ress.

1(875$/,7<1(875$/,7<
I n order to cont inue to enjoy the confidence of all,  
the Movem ent  m ay not  take sides in host ilit ies or 
engage at  any t im e in cont roversies of a polit ical, 
racial, religious or ideological nature
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,03$57,$/,7<,03$57,$/,7<
áThe Movem ent  m akes QR�GLVFULPLQDWLRQQR�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ - and 
this does not  apply only to people it  assists or 
protects. Non-discrim inat ion is the refusal to apply 
dist inct ions of an adverse nature to hum an beings 
sim ply because they belong to a specific category.

áI m part ialit y m eans that , for the Movem ent , the 
RQO\�SULRULW\RQO\�SULRULW\ that  can be set  in dealing with those 
who require help m ust  be EDVHG�RQ�QHHGEDVHG�RQ�QHHG
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1(875$/,7<1(875$/,7<
á the purpose of com plying is to enjoy the 
FRQILGHQFH�RI�DOOFRQILGHQFH�RI�DOO.  I t  requires confidence of all in 
m any contexts, i.e. not  only in arm ed conflicts 
contexts. 

áthe Principle of Neut ralit y prohibits a com ponent  
of the Movem ent  from  WDNLQJ�SDUWWDNLQJ�SDUW in host ilit ies. 

áthe Principle of Neut ralit y prohibits the Movem ent  
WR�HQJDJHWR�HQJDJH at  any t im e in cont roversies of a 
polit ical,  racial, religious or ideological nature.
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,1'(3(1'(1&(,1'(3(1'(1&(
The Movem ent  is independent . The Nat ional 
Societ ies, while auxiliar ies in the hum anitar ian 
services of their  governm ents and subject  to the 
laws of their respect ive count r ies, m ust  always 
m aintain their autonom y so that  they m ay be able 
at  all t im es to act  in accordance with the principles 
of the Movem ent .
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,1'(3(1'(1&(,1'(3(1'(1&(
á The Red Cross and Red Crescent  m ust  UHVLVW�UHVLVW�
DQ\�LQWHUIHUHQFHDQ\�LQWHUIHUHQFH,  whether polit ical,  ideological or 
econom ic, capable of divert ing them  from  the 
course of act ion laid down by the requirem ents of 
hum anity, im part ialit y and neut ralit y.  

á The issue here is the EDODQFHEDODQFH between the NS 
status of auxiliary to public authorit ies in the 
hum anitar ian field and their  subm ission to nat ional 
law, on the one hand, and the need to m aintain 
their autonom y, on the other hand.
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92/817$5<�6(59,&(92/817$5<�6(59,&(
I t  is a voluntary relief m ovem ent  not  prom pted in 

any m anner by desire for gain. 

81,7<81,7<
There can be only one Red Cross or one Red 

Crescent  Society in any one count ry. I t  m ust  be 
open to all.  I t  m ust  carry on its hum anitar ian work 

throughout  it s terr itory. 
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92/817$5<�6(59,&(92/817$5<�6(59,&(
áThe Movem ent  is a YROXQWHHUYROXQWHHU��EDVHGEDVHG
organizat ion

áVolunteers provide a YLWDO�VRXUFHYLWDO�VRXUFH of m ot ivat ion, 
inspirat ion and init iat ive. Volunteers help to 
m aintain the hum an qualit y of the RCRC services 
provided. 

áVoluntary service, is also a source of HFRQRP\HFRQRP\.  I t  
allows NS to provide services with m inim um  
financial resources. 
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81,7<81,7<
á As States have agreed to the FP, they have an 
obligat ion to ensure that  no other NS can be 
FUHDWHGFUHDWHG on their  terr itory if they have already 
recognized a Nat ional Society. 

áa Nat ional Society has to RSHQ�LWV�PHPEHUVKLSRSHQ�LWV�PHPEHUVKLS
with a broad base in the populat ion as a whole. I t  
has to recruit  it s m em bers from  all the ethnic, 
social and other groups in the count ry. 

áa Nat ional Society has to be act ive LQ�DOO�SDUWVLQ�DOO�SDUWV of 
the count ry. 
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81,9(56$/,7<81,9(56$/,7<
The I nternat ional Red Cross and Red Crescent  

Movem ent , in which all Societ ies have equal status 
and share equal responsibilit ies and dut ies in 

helping each other, is worldwide. 
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81,9(56$/,7<81,9(56$/,7<

á The RCRC Movem ent  is ZRUOGZLGHZRUOGZLGH.  

á All Nat ional Societ ies have HTXDO�VWDWXVHTXDO�VWDWXV in the 
Movem ent . 

áAll Societ ies share equal responsibilit ies and 
dut ies in KHOSLQJ�HDFK�RWKHU�KHOSLQJ�HDFK�RWKHU�
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(1'�2)�35(6(17$7,21
7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�FDQ�EH�FRPSOHPHQWHG�ZLWK�

WKH�RQH�HQWLWOHG��
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